
 

 

Second Notice, Direct Mailing (BAO Exclusive teachers) 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION DISCONTINUANCE 

Were you a teacher at Blyth Academy Online? A class action brought on your 
behalf has been discontinued. Please read this notice carefully. 

 

Dear Blyth Academy Online Teachers, 

Notice of Discontinuance 

The Ontario Superior Court recently approved a settlement in a class action against Blyth 
Academy. Teachers who exclusively taught Blyth Academy Online courses are not 

included in the settlement, and will not receive any monies as part of the settlement. 

As a result, the class action brought on behalf of those who only taught Blyth Academy 
Online courses has been discontinued.  

You are receiving this notice because we think you are a teacher who exclusively taught 
online courses for Blyth Academy. Although the action on behalf of online teachers has 
been discontinued, you may wish to start your own legal claim against Blyth Academy. 

Please read this notice carefully for more information. 

The Ontario Superior Court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

 

What is the class action about? 

A former Blyth Academy teacher, Karen Walmsley (the "Representative Plaintiff"), sued 

Blyth Academy on behalf of Blyth Academy teachers, including Blyth Academy Online 
teachers. This class action lawsuit claimed: 

 Blyth Academy misclassified its teachers as "independent contractors" when they 

were in fact "employees"; 

 As a result, Blyth did not compensate these teachers for overtime, public holiday 
pay, and vacation pay; and, 

 Additionally, Blyth Academy did not compensate its "employee" teachers for the 

overtime hours they also worked. 
 

Blyth Academy has denied all of these allegations.  

After extensive litigation and settlement discussions, Walmsley and Blyth Academy 
reached a settlement. The Ontario Superior Court has approved this agreement.  
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I exclusively taught Blyth Academy Online courses. What does the settlement 
mean for me? 

Part of the Settlement is that the class action on behalf of teachers who exclusively taught 
online courses has been discontinued.  If you only taught Blyth Academy Online courses, 
you are no longer part of the class action. The settlement does not apply to you, and does 
not affect your ability to pursue any cause of action that had been advanced on your 

behalf in this class action.  

If you would like to start your own legal claim against Blyth Academy in respect of any 
causes of action raised in this class action, you should be aware that your claim must be 
commenced within a specified time period or it might be legally barred.  If you would like 
to pursue legal action against Blyth, we recommend you take all necessary legal steps—
including seeking legal advice—to protect any claim you may have. You are responsible 
for your own legal fees. 

 

I taught online courses, but I also taught at a Blyth Ontario campus. What does the 
settlement mean for me? 

If you taught some online courses, but you also taught at one of Blyth Academy’s Ontario 
campuses from 2002 to August 31, 2019, you remain part of the class. However, the 
proposed settlement does not compensate you for the online courses you taught.  

For more information on how the settlement might apply to you, please visit 
www.cavalluzzo.com/blythacademyclassaction. You may also contact Class Counsel at: 

Cavalluzzo LLP 
Barristers & Solicitors 
474 Bathurst Street, Suite 300 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5T 2S6  

Tel:844-253-7730 
Fax: 416.964.5895 
Email: BlythClassAction@cavalluzzo.com 
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